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WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED: May 1, 1976 

F o r w a r d e d  to: 

Mr. Douglas W. Toms I [ SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I O N  (s) President 
Recreation Vehicle Industry Association 
P.O. Box 204 
14650 Lee Road 

\ H-76-8 through H-'76-10 

On July 1, 1975, at 10:35 a.m., a Winnebago motor home traveling 
south on Interstate 75 ran off the highway and crashed, near Monroe, 
Michigan. The motor home left the roadway, struck the end section of 
a guardrail, then struck a concrete bridge column and caught fire al- 
most immediately. Two filled 40-pound propane tanks became detached 
from the vehicle. The hand valves on the tanks were open. Witnesses 
reported explosions before and as the vehicle burned. 

There were 10 occupants, including the driver, in the mobile home. 
The driver and a passenger, neither of whom was wearing a seatbelt, were 
ejected through the front of the vehicle. Another passenger escaped 
from the vehicle unassisted. The seven remaining passengers did not 
escape and perished in the fire. 

The Safety Board's investigation revealed three problems dealing 
with recreational vehicle safety. 

First, had the driver been seatbelted, he probably would have 
remained inside the motor home, where he could have aided those who 
were trapped. This is also true of the passenger who was seated be- 
hind the driver and who also was ejected. This accident demonstrates 
the need for motor home drivers to wear seatbelts because they not only 
have a responsibility to themselves, but to other occupants in the 
vehicle. 
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Second, t h e  hand valves  on both propane tanks were open because 
propane w a s  being used t o  opera te  t h e  r e f r i g e r a t o r ;  t h i s  allowed pro- 
pane t o  escape a f t e r  t h e  accident .  It i s  believed t h e  propane c o n t r i  
buted t o  t h e  vehic le  f i r e  and explosions.  There a r e  seve ra l  metho 
which can be used t o  prevent  t h i s  unwanted escape of propane. The 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  vehic le  indus t ry  has published cons t ruc t ion  s tandards 
(hea t ing ,  plumbing, e l e c t r i c a l ,  f i re  and sa fe ty )  f o r  r ec rea t ion  
h i c l e s .  Some of the  s tandards spec i fy  requirements f o r  propan 
conta iner  va lves ,  accessor ies ,  and s a f e t y  r e l i e f  devices .  How 
t h e r e  are no requirements t h a t  concern stoppage of propane should t 
regu la to r  o r  s e rv i ce  l i n e s  become damaged, a s  occurred i n  t h i s  a c c i  

Third, t h e  r e f r i g e r a t o r  became detached from its mounting 
blocked t h e  a i s l e  of t h e  motor home. This motor home had only  one 
avenue of escape, through t h e  f r o n t  door. The r e f r i g e r a t o r  a l s o  
f e l l  on top of one of t h e  passengers.  Appliances i n  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
veh ic l e s  must remain f ixed  i n  p l ace  f o r  severa l  reasons: (a) t h e  
s i z e  of t h e  appl iances  can block t h e  a i s l e  of t h e  motor home, (b) 
an appl iance could be propel led aga ins t  any of t h e  passengers,  res 
ing  i n  i ncapac i t a t ing  i n j u r i e s ,  entrapment, o r  both,  and (c )  t h e i r  
propane o r  e l e c t r i c a l  s e rv i ce  l i n e s  could become detached o r  damaged 
i f  an appl iance does no t  remain f ixed.  

Therefore,  t h e  National Transportation Safe ty  Board recommends 
t h a t  t h e  Recreation Vehicle Industry Association: 

1. Amend t h e  Standard f o r  Recreat ional  Vehicles (A119.2) t o  
r equ i r e  some method of assur ing t h a t  t h e  supply of propane be 
contained temporar i ly  should the  tank va lves ,  r egu la to r s ,  o r  
s e rv i ce  l i n e s  become damaged. (H-76-8) ( C l a s s  11, P r i o r i t y  

2 .  Conduct an enuineer ins  s tudv throush i t s  membership t o  - - - 
determine t h e  b e s t  methods of securing appl iances  i n  recrea-  
tional veh ic l e s  and amend t h e  Standard f o r  Recreat ional  Ve- ~~. - ._ 

h i c l e s  ( A 1 1 9 . 2 )  t o  spec i fy  these  methods. (H-76-9) ( C l a s s  11, 
P r i o r i t y  Followup) 

3 .  Conduct a s a f e t y  campaign t o  emphasize t o  t h e  occupants 
of motor homes t h e  b e n e f i t s  of s e a t b e l t s ,  and urge manufac 
t u r e r s  of motor homes t o  p r i n t  information i n  t h e  owner's 
manual s t r e s s i n g  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of s e a t b e l t s .  (H-76-10) ( C l a  
11, P r i o r i t y  Followup) 
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TODD, Chairman, McADAMS, THAYER, B U R G E S S ,  and HALEY,  Members, 

I concurred in the above recommendations. I 
, ,/ 

B y :  




